S Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/22 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100240005-1

ARTICLE APPEARED "'"'f

ON PASE_“7-

STAT

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

6 February 1985

Reagan’s military budget

draws fire on Capitol Hill

By James McCartney

Inquirer Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The new chair-
man of the House Armed Services
Committee served notice on Presi-
dent Reagan yesterday that the ad-
ministration could have serious trou-
ble getting full funding in Congress
for the two keystones of its military
budget — the “Star Wars” anti-mis-
sile program and the MX missile.

Rep.. Les Aspin (D., Wis.) also
strongly suggested that he personal-
ly might favor cuts'in funding for
the largest single weapons-system

item in the budget, the B-1 bomber. -

Aspin told reporters after hearing
testimony from Defense -Secretary
Caspar W. Weinberger that “it is like-

ly that Congress will reduce” the’
. budget for the space-based Star Wars

system — possibly radically. .
“The talk is of a $200 million to
$400 million” increase in research
funds, he said. Reagan has asked for
a $2.3 billion increase in the current
appropriation of $1.4 billion.
Reagan has made the drive to de-
velop a Star Wars system, officially
known as the Strategic Defense Ini-

|
|

tiative, a central element of a new |
defense strategy based on changing
from a posture of mutual assured |

destruction through overwheiming
offensive power to one of defense
against intercontinental missiles.

Aspin also voiced reservations
about the MX, a weapon whose fund.
ing be helped save for Reagan in a
BHouse showdown last year by fash-
ioning & compromise that eventually
was approved.

He noted that Weinberger had tes- -

_tified tbat approval of the MX was
important as a sign of American
strength in arms negotiations with
the Soviet Union scheduled to open
in Geneva next month. If the United
States should give up the MX, Wein-

berger said, the Soviets would as- |

sume they would not have to make
concessions in negotiations because
this country would be “unilaterally
disarming.”

Aspin responded, *Just- because |
there are talks going on doesn't :
mean that we must rubber-stam
their whole program.” - S

Reagan has requested $4 billion for
the MX — which he calls the “Peace-
keeper” — in his new budget, an
increase of $1.2 billion over the cur-
rent year's appropriation. ° .

The first three intercontinental’
MX missiles are scheduled to be .de-
ployed late next year. Weinberger ™
s2id in testimony yesterday that the
MX was “vital” to US. plans to offset
growing Soviet missile power.

Aspin said in a speech last month
that the “MX is no longer central to
the negotiations” because the admin- :
istration has begun to develop the
Star Wars program. The Star Wars
program would make a better bar-
gaining chip in negotiations than .
would the MX, Aspin said, adding
that -the administration does not |
need both. ' c

Aspin said that although he felt an
outright freeze in military spending i
would be a “drastic step,” he be-
lieved Congress would trim Reagan’s |

proposed $285.7 billion mimary}

budget for fiscal 1986.

.~ ASpin set the tone for the hearing

by telling Weinberger, “Before we .
give you billions more, we want to
know what you’'ve done with the
trillion you've got.” He szid hearings .

' to try to answer that question would -

be scheduled. e
On the B-1 bomber program, Aspin
said be thought it might be
“stretched out” to spread additional .
spending over a period of years, rep- -
dering unnecessary the approval of .
the full $6.2 billion Reagan has re- "
quested for fiscal 1986, which begins -

" Oct. 1. ’ Lo
. Reagan has asked for funds to .
build 48 B-1s, the last planes in & fleet .

of 100. .
Aspin” was chosen to head the-
Armed Services Committee by fellow -

- Democrats in early January in a
move orchestrated by liberals seek-

ing to give Democrats a more asser-
tive image in the'House. -~ -

~ Yesterday, in his first hearing as
committee chairman, Aspin moved

|
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" quickly to demonstrate an independ-

ent spirit He challenged an asser-’
tion Weinberger has made repeated- .

-1y in the last few days about studies

-spent more on defense in recent |
“-years than have Warsaw ‘Pact na-

i

suggesting that NATO countries have *

tons. .0 . _ .
The studies “have been cited dy

" several Pentagon critics in question-

- ing whether Reagan's massive mili-
- tary.buildup is necessary. Weinber- -

* ger told the Senate Armed Services

Committee Monday, and repeated to
the House committee yesterday, that
Warsaw Pact spending was lower be-
cause Warsaw Pact nations relied on
“slave labor.” ... . .
-Aspin; once a CIA analyst told

. Weinberger that :was incorrect be
.- cause CIA studies attempt to account
~ for the difference in the two political

T'systems by assigning U.S. wage rates
+ 10 Soviet and Warsaw Pact estimates.

“There may be reasons for the dif-
“ference,” Aspin said, “but slave labor-
is ot one of them.” - - - |
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